STRASBURGER & PRICE, L. L. P. 



AUSTIN 



ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

A PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS 

SUITE 4300 
901 MAIN STREET 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75202 
(2I*> 651 -4300 

TELECOPIER <2IA ) 6SI - -4330 

D. BRADLEY ICIZZIA 
(214) 651-4592 

June 1, 1994 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
76270 Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21702 

Re: Charles Crenshaw, M . D . and Gary 

Shaw v. Lawrence Sutherland, et al. in the 
18th Judicial District Court of 
Johnson County, Texas; Cause No. 73-93 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

With your permission, Gary Shaw sent to me copies of your 
letters to him dated May 23rd and May 24th, 1994, pertaining to the 
above-referenced case. Your valuable expertise is greatly 
appreciated. We are trying to obtain a copy of the manuscript of 
Never Again! . as we believe it could be of great benefit to us in 
this case. Some of the other documents mentioned in your letters 
could also be very useful, such as the speech from your debate with 
Mr. Belin at Vanderbilt in 1975, receipts for Dr. Humes 1 notes, 
etc. If it wouldn't be too much trouble to locate such documents, 
I would appreciate it if you could send copies to me or to Gary, 
and I will see that you are reimbursed for copying charges. 

Again, thank you very much for your valuable assistance. 
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imperishable , irreplaceable evidence by a man qualified in forensic 
pathology and, second, the unhesitating acceptance and approval by the 
physician to the President himself? 

When all the experts were military men, when all civilians were 
kept out of the autopsy room by military guard, when the military de- 
stroyed the evidence and the military approved the destruction of the 
evidence, and when this new evidence proves the testimony about the 
wounds was perjurious, criminal, and all of this criminality, this 
false swearing, was also by the military, is not a question of some 
kind of military conspiracy unavoidable? 



And must I not again ask, is there anything like this in our 
history or that of any other land considering itself free and civilized? 
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This is the front side of the or*e-pa*e death certificate executed by the President's 
physician, Admiral burkley. Itn existence wes known to the Coaktission, which had 
copies of the receipts for its trnnair.it tal to trie Secret liswice. Hcwever, the Coo- 
mission never asked for arid never received a copy. The official certificate of death 
would seem to be fundamental tc any investigation of a ourder, but not so far as the 
Warren Couaiasion was concerned. Had the Ccaaission put this certificate in its record, 
it could not have written th4e Report, as the next page cakes clear. 
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SJiiuUio (Mrs) JOhn F. Kennedy 



White House 



Washington, D.C. 



Authority 
to cooocal- 



Wife 



aUo performance of the autopsy specified abovo is approved. • 
Sijoftiuro CAKA3A CAP? MC USN 

Tiiu . Co^sr.dir.s Officer 
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Of the autopsy authorization. Une 1“^ i3 * h ° 0learest C0 P7 callable 

fora a complete post-mortem examination Io “«re hereby authorized to per- 

stroys many of the official Cl^ lr IT This «““horization de- 

perament file" and “authority is also r authorization is to be pert of the 

removed for study, then the photogr^hs «,d P™=ervation" of aU tissue 

STL';" a j :>0 to be O part of the permanent file end Ur f ng die aut °psy, government 
Wm . ? e » * ° f the ““eased, oee ?? !“ bJeot to claims of owner- 

a complete 1 autopsy, there can be no exc^o for iL i f?' 1 the authorisation Includes 
bullet path through the necK. Dr. fljick’e . f ? th * fallure to dlsieet the putative 
rendered invalid. See pp. 235^ “ k 8 “t” 10 ** for this fundamental failure is thus 
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U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 

BETHESOA, MARYLAND 20014 



24 November 1963 



|n r.pl, »»ln te 



C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 



I, James J. Humes, certify that I have destroyed by 
burning certain preliminary draft notes relating to Naval 
Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 And have officially 
transmitted all other papers related to this report to 
higher authority. 

J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 



This is the original of Humea' certificate that lie burned a draft of the autopsy report. 
It is not the saint* as the copy printed by the Commission, 17H48, which does not include 
the handwritten approval of Ur. Burkley. Indeed, what can be said *hen the President's 
physician certifies that he accepts and approves the burning of evidence in the crime! 

See p. 261 ■ * 

This certificate haa led to the myth, propagated by Arleri Specter, that Humea 
burned Ills uutopsy notes. "Thu record is plain," Specter told U . S ^ New s and BflT - l tl 
Heuort . IO/tO/66, "that there had been a series of noton taken by Dr. Humea at the 
time of the actual performance of the autopsy which had been destroyed." Specter 
know better, since he put this certificate (absent the Burkley endorsement) into evi- 
dence and had it confirmed by Humes (2H373). As the certificate on the next page 
makes clear, the "autopsy notes" were preserved, What Humes burned he alternately 
described as "preliminary draft notes" (above) and "that draft" of the autopsy report 

later revised, ( 2H571 ) . . , . 

Having been assured by Humes that the first draft of the autopsy report had been 
destroyed forever by burning, Specter asked not a si.-gle question, not even the simple, 
indiapeusuble question! Why? On this the Commission's record is barren. Specter, 
however, would like the oublic to believe otherwise. He now claims Humes "explained 
his reasons (for burning) fully before the Commission" in his testimony. 
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U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 

BETHESDA, MARYLAND 30014 
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24 November 1963 

C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E 

I, James J. Humes, certify that all working papers 
associated with Naval Medical School Autopsy Report A63-272 
have remained in my personal custody at all times. Autopsy 
notes and the holograph draft of the final report were handed 
to Commanding Officer, U. S. Naval Medical School, at 1700,. 
24 November 1963. No papers relating to this case remain in 
my possession. 

J. J. HUMES 
CDR, MC, USN 

Received above working papers this date. 



/j.H.'sTOVER^/jR. 

'CAPT, MC, USN 

Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Medical School 
National Naval Medical Center 
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This, an original copy, also bears the endorsement of Ur. Burkley absent from the copy 
published by the Commission. Here Humes makes explicit that he never burned any notes 
made during the autopsy. "Autopsy notes and the holograph draft of the final report" 
were preserved and given to Capt. Stover on November 24. Stover must nave received 
all autopsy notes because Humes specifies that "all working papers" of the autopsy were 
in his possession until the transfer to Stover, after which "no papers relating to this 
case remain in my possession." With this transmittal, the mysterious story of the miss- 
ing autopsy notes begins. See pp. 145 t 261 • 
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’ . Cccr^iir.s Officer, Kaciood Naval '.lociccl Ccr.car 
vu: Uha White House Physic tea 

Selj: Autopsy protocol in tha case of John 7. Kennedy, Loci' l*r 

of raa United Stares 

1. Tra'/uinirced herewith by hand is the solo rcaoinin* espy 

olj .vjy btiii o cep ict co protocol ir< c*.o Cwjc or j s a r. • ■ .**;r.7«ocy . 

..ri^rV.ao ora too work papers used by the Prosector an i his aj-istant, 

1. Chi- connand bolds no additional documents in connection vitb 
rat- c-aa. 



a. Pl^aaa acknowPcd^o receipt. 



..T^ J\ 



C. 1, CALLCwAL' 



This letter and tl*e receipt which follows are from CD 371 , although nsither appears 
in the Conuiiisuion’e published evidence. -lam o ; /ector introduced the autopsy papers, 

Od 397, into evidence, lie stated lor the record that t.*. 397 "is the identical document 
marked CD 371 "for our internal ourvosea • " (2U373)« However, the two documents are 
not the f anm>> because the printed exliibit ouiits those t«.'o pages. du,»;>rea 3 ion accomplished 
many purposes, among tliem making It impossible to trace the chain oi possession ol the 
vital autopsy notes. 

hany pages of notea made by all three putliologists during the autopsy were pre- 
served and uuat I lave oeen delivered to Dr. Duroluy on November 25. Dr. Humes trans- 
mitted all papers in hia posouasiuu to aumiroi Calloway uri November 24, and here 
Galloway claUu to transmit ull ;jauers he has, retaining none, durkley in turn gave 
every tiling he got from Uulioway to the secret service on i.oveabor 2b, uo the lolloping 
receipt executed that day reveals. And there the trail ends. The Commission's records 
include but ono sheet (two sides) of notes, none oi* which ,<ere cade by Humes, oee 
po. 102-5 , 247-0, 251-6. The one sheet published directly contradicts tlie autopsy 
findings on a quintessential point, the location of the back, wound, one cun only guess 
what the suppressed notes reveal. And one cannot avoid asking why the commission, 
charged with ova iuu ting all facts relating to the assassination, did not obtain or 
publish the missing autopsy notes, and suppressed the receipts documenting their cliain 
of possession, bee p. 50. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 
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• Protective Roscarch Scctior. 

November 26 , 1963 

jCccoipt is acknowledged this date. Nov. 26, 1963. of tho 
-olicwi ng itcas from Ur. George G. iiurkley: 

Or.o piece of bronze colored natorial inadvertently broken 
in transit fron caskot in which body was brought froa Dallas* 

0:ia lottor - Certificate of Death of John F. .Kennedy - State 
of Texas - dated Nov. 22, 1963* 

0:.c carbon copy of lettor dated November 26 from Commanding 
Officer, U. S. Medical School, concerning law and regulations 
regarding confidential nature of tho oveats. 

Cno receipt dated Nov. 22, 1963, for bed shoot, surgical 
drapos, and shroud usod to covor tho body in transit. 

One receipt dated Nov. 22, 1963, regarding a carton of 
photographic rila, undovolopod oxccpt for X-rays, delivered 
to PAS for safokooping. 

An original and six'pink copies of Certificate of Death 
(Nav.Meo* N) 

One receipt fron FIJI for a missile recovered durian tho 
examination of tho body. ~ 

One letter fron Ur.ivorsity of Texas South West Medical 
School including report from Dr. Clark and sunnary of their 
i. ladings of treatoent and examination of tho President in 
tho Dallas County Hospital. Said letter of transmittal states 
tnat threo carbon copies have boon retained in that aroa. 

/ One copy of autopsy roport and notes of tho cxai—iing doctor \ 
.waicn is described in lottor of transmittal Nov. 25^1963 by \ 

Dr. Gallaway* \ 

. * nnsmiw _ottor and. 7 copies of tho above itca (autopsy report} 

Authorization for post taortor. examination signed by the Attorney 
Conoral ana datod Nov. 22, l„oS» 7 
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The Commission failed to publish this receipt even though it is supposed to be included 
as part of a published exhibit, CE 397. The reason is obvious: had it been published, 

questions would immediately have arisen as to why none of the items included in the 
list are a part of the Commission's evidence. That the Commission did not obtain these 
items, readily available to it, is proof that it did not seek the most basic evidence 
of the crime. The Navy death certificate alone is destructive of the entire official 
solution to that crime. See pp. 102, 307-6. 
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De&r Di% I&rldcyr 

T :, !s v-ui r* v o* l Iw£**y cu to rcloaso to my curt cay &)1 . 
of &JO rirtiril ci-P^sidsnl Kennedy, cf which you 
havo ;.l lx cwlsdg®, mid now being hold by the.-;;, - 

SeC'CCt SOiTVtCOi* *» <• ■»,,«• 

I would aprirccirdo it if you would acdorni.cny IMn 
notorial pV^cnslly and turn it over for 6s&toaa&x\q 
to ISrSi Emelya Lincoln at the National Archives; ... 

I ana sending a cony of Lins letter to I*.*r3i Lincoln • .. _ 
with Instructions that this material is net to be re- v , 

leased to.um^no without my \rriUeu ipnatesa n end . . : , 
c^proveli' . • • ’ J *. 

8ir.ct.voJy, 



Robert F; Kennedy 



Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln 
National Archives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Lincoln: 

In accordance 
1965 froa Senator R 
attached list rclat 
President John F. K 
the Archives lor yu 
the instructions cc 



Vico Adro« George 0. Burkley 
Physician to the President 
The White House 
V/eshingion, D. C. 



cc/hbrs. Evelyn Lincoln * , 

. ^ « * ' 

HSiTthTSawful phrasing of Robert Kennedy- a letter, kept secret by »e ArehlYee ^tU 
ttds vear Fur from being a source of embarrassment to any surviving Kennedy, t 
destructive of the government's version of how vital evidence, property or the federal 
gove^i” £t Into private bends. Robert authorised thu release to his custody of 
on 1^ "material of Preside., t Kennedy. . .nou being held by the Secret Service." this does 
not* soy "material relating to President Kennedy," cr "material ol freoiuent Kennedy s 
tSto^." By l‘=* *«» its reference la specific, that which had been the pursonai 
proijerty of the late President. Obviously, the brother, as a private citizen, tod no 
authority to order the "release" to Ids "custody" of anything .ore, especially govern- 
ment proiorty such as the uutops" pictures and x-rays. If it were Hohert a 
authorise the release of the pictures and x-rays, then the restating transfer wo 
have all the le/ral validity as if he had authorized release of the liberty Bell. 

It ia most likely that Robert Kennedy himself did not write this letter, and any 
notations indicating the real author or the typist are either absent or masked on this 



Witnesses : 

r 







This letter by Burkley gives th« 
Kennedy” has been changed to "i» 
Thus, what was transferred was i 
It ia obvious that Burkley and « 
the pictures and x-rays, were b« 
suppress evidence and misplace 1 





? } 19'J5 



April 26,' 1965 



release io my cuctofy &H 
fit ICennody, of which 3 r ou . 
nnd now boiiig h?ld by the 

* .? - • ** * 

nvould doioioi^ny thin 
ra it over fox- r.rSchr^n'ivj 
the Wstionnl Ai’tihives; . . 
i letter to Lincoln - 
material is ret to be re- . 
iy vrrlttou pormicsioa md 



In accordance with authorization dated April 22, 
1965 from Senator Robert l ? . Kennedy, the i terns on the 
attached list relating to the autopsy of tins late 
President John F. Kennedy arc herewith transferred to 
the Archives for your custody, and in accordance with 
the instructions contained in Senator Kennedy’s letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

/ 








George G‘J Burk ley 
Vice Admiral, MC, USN 
Physician to the President 




F; K& inedy 



!:lcy 




y’a letter, kept secret by the Archives until 
•ormusroent to any surviving Kennedy, this is 
how vital evidence, property of the federal 
t authorized the release to his custody of 
being held by the Secret Service." This does 
nnedy," cr "material of President Kennedy's 
peclflcs that which had been the personal 
j, the brother, as a private citizen, had no 
ustody" of anything more, especially govern- 
! and x-rays. If it were Kobert's intent to 
jx-raya, then the resulting transfer would 
juthorized release of the Liberty Bell, 
j himself did not write this letter, and any 
3 typist are either absent or masked on this 



This letter by Burkley gives the game away. Robert Kennedy's "material of President 
Kennedy" has been changed to "items. • .relating to the autopsy of" President Kennedy. 
Thus, what was transferred was not what Robert authorized to be released to his custody. 
It is obvious that Burkley and Kennedy, neither of whom possessed or had authority over 
the pictures and x-rays, were being used. The sole purpose of tills transaction was to 
suppress evidence and misplace blame for it. 





